
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE L E G ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

L B 2 8 3May 6 , 2 0 0 3

n ow i s t he t i me t o g e t t hem u p t h e r e s o we ca n s t u dy t h em a n d
have that debate when it comes.

SPEAKER BRONM : Thank you , Sen ator We hrbein.
introduced.) Senator Burling.

SENATOR BURLING: Mr . Speaker, I call the question.

S PEAKER BRONN: Do I see five hands? I do . The ques tion has
been cal l e d . The ma t t er t he n i s , sha l l deb a t e c e a se ? Al l i n
favor please vote aye, and opposed nay. H ave you all voted?
Please r e c o r d , Nr . Cl e r k .

CLERK: 25 ayes, 3 nays, Mr. President, to cease debate.

SPEAKER BRONN : Deba te does cea se. Senator Landis, you' re
recognized to close on the committee amendments to LB 283.

S ENATOR LANDIS: N r . Speaker, members o f the Leg i slature, I
think we ha ve more debate ahead of us on liquor issues. We' ve
got the Jensen amendment which is coming up before us. We' ll be
t alking about earmarking. We ' ll be ta lking ab out t he rig h t
rates. We' ll have plenty of chance to chat about this. At this
point , t he qu e s t i o n i s whe t h e r o r no t t he b i l l shou l d m o ve f r o m
t he g r e e n c o p y i n t o t he com m i t t e e am e ndment f o r m. Th e p o i n t
that I think ha s been made...I think there are several points
that are simultaneously true. Compared to social cost, the t ax
that I have put here, the tax in the green copy of the bill, the
tax as anyb o d y sug g e s te d i s dwar f ed by t he soc i al cos t of
a lcohol. No one taxes at that basis because it is immense, n o
doubt about i t. It has not kept rate with inflation. That' s
true. The federal tax, by the way, in most of these areas is
about double t his amount, so in addi tion to us, there is a
federal tax here as well. From my perspective, it 's legitimate
that we are taxing at the very high end of the scale of states
a round u s wi t h t h e c omn i t t e e a m e ndment. Th a t ' s a l eg i t i ma t e
benchmark from my pe rspective a nd , the refore, a legitimate
result in choosing the numbers that we' ve chosen for this
amendment. I'd ask for its adoption. Thank you, Nr. Speaker.

SPEAKER BRONN : Thank you, Senator Landis. You ' ve heard the
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